Minutes of January 26, 2007 LEVA meeting

At The Landmark Resort
Meeting was called to order by Dottie Cronise, president.
Individual Introductions were made.
Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the November meeting as submitted by Catina Hipp (each member present read the minutes silently)

Motion by Rebecca Barnett, second by Carole Grunsky.  Accepted as read. 
The Treasurer’s Report for November & December


November 30, 2006
Beginning Balance



$ 20,276.66


Deposits





$   4,065.00


Credits





$ 15,878.29


Ending Balance




$   8,463.37


December 29, 2006

Beginning Balance



$   8,463.37



Deposits





$   
0.00



Credits





$      372.64



Ending Balance




$   8,090.73



Balance as of January 26, 2007


$   7,665.73

Motion by Catina Hipp, second by John Talkish.  Accepted as read.

Ann McCarson resigned as Treasurer.  An election to feel her position will be held at the February meeting.
Old Business
We have CD’s for sale for $2 that contains photos of the 2006 Fall Conference.

New Business
Crime Scene Services, Inc.
Jeff Darr is looking to create a notepad and/ or clipboard checklist for advocates to use of the scene of a homicide.  Please e-mail Catina Hipp with ideas of information you think should be on the clipboard.
Sponsorships

Ask local businesses in your area if they would like to make a monetary donation or donate “door prize” items for the Fall Conference.  E-mail Catina Hipp for a generic letter to send to the business asking for support.
Committee Reports

Incorporation: No report at this time
By-Laws:
We currently have no “Quorum” established in the by-laws.  Currently we have 92 voting/ paid members.  Proposed changes to the by-laws will be sent by the committee to the voting members, in accordance with the by-laws, for the members tot review on vote.  

Nominating:

The offices of Vice President and Treasurer are currently vacant.  An election will be held at the February meeting.  Absentee ballots will be sent by fax or e-mail at the request of the member.  All absentee ballots must be received by Catina Hipp by February 13, 2007.  The candidates for office are as follows:



Vice President:
 John Talkish



Treasurer: 

Rebecca Barnett


Ethics:

The committee has been looking at the code of ethics from the USC School of Social Work.  Codicil I of the By Laws gives the current Code of Ethics.  Leigh Caldwell distributed a proposed Code of Ethics and asked the membership to e-mail her with changes and/ or suggestions.

Membership:
We will have a representative from each county contact the law enforcement agencies in their county and get contact information and then all information will be compiled by Katrina Huggins.

There was some discussion on whether or not to offer a departmental membership.  The motion was made by Jimmy Reed not to offer a departmental membership, seconded by Carole Grunsky.

Training: No report

Legislation:
This committee needs more members.  John Talkish reported that the items currently on the agenda for the committee are having LEVAs attend Legislative Sub-Committee meetings at the State House and Laws governing SOVA Eligibility Requirements.  Mary Jane Scott joined this committee.

Scholarship:

Rebecca Barnett joined this committee.
Conference:
The committee is currently looking at having the conference in the Charleston area sometime around October 23-26.  The conference will only be three days (Wed-Fri) with registration beginning Tuesday afternoon.  Katrina Huggins was wearing a sweatshirt with the LEVA logo.  She said we could get the sweatshirts for the conference and that she would check on sizes and colors and report back to the membership.

Mentoring: No Report
Laura Hudson gave legislative updates.
In attendance were: Catina Hipp, Jennifer Herrmann, John Talkish, Schinitra Swinney, Tammy Bright, Leigh Caldwell, Maria Yturria, Dottie Cronise, Sylvia Allen-Ouzts, Donna Phillips, Carole Grunsky, Don Morgan, Mary Jane Scott, Kathy Barnett, Katrina Huggins, Traci Tompson, Rebecca Barnett, Ann McCarson, Willie Ellison, Joel Turner, BJ Morris, McKeva Shelton, Tressa Dixon, Jimmy Reed, LaQuetta Bell, and Avanette Boular.
Respectively submitted by
Catina Hipp, Secretary
