LEVA Meeting January 30, 2009

Minutes

Leigh began the meeting.
The minutes from the last meeting were not read.
The treasurer’s report was read. There is a balance of $13,560 which is higher than this time last year.

Committee reports:

Conference Committee Update: Discussed which dates would be best for the LEVA conference. Week of Nov.2 or Nov. 9th. The first week of Nov. seemed to work best for everyone. The suggested location for the conference was the Beach Cove at $79/night. This location is near Barefoot Landing, outlets, and other shopping. Katina motioned to approve the week of Nov. 2nd for the conference date. The motion was approved. A motion was made to approve the Beach Cove for the conference location. The motion was approved. 

Education Committee Update: Discussed that the Hall of Fame was secured as location for meetings through May. We will begin meeting at 10:00am, not 11:00. Questions were asked as to whether LEVA training would count toward academy credit and LEVA credentialing credit. We will check with Tressa to see if we can get trainings to count for credit. 

Mentoring Program: Unsure of whom is current head of this committee. Will update next meeting. 

Legislation Committee: Kelley Gailes shared new legislation that is being considered. He suggested that LEVAs get behind a few bills pertinent to victims and advocates. He stated the bills can be tracked online. Currently there is only one victim bill being reviewed. Kelley will e mail LEVAs about some bills that we can get behind. 

The LEVA website is being updated. Contract is being renewed for $200 for 2 years. 

Nicole from SCVAN discussed upcoming Victims Rights Week. It will be in Greenville, SC. The fee to attend the conference is $225 if registered before April 15th. They are in need for award nominations for the award ceremony. LEVAs were given hand outs for VRW information.

Leigh stressed the importance of checking websites for meeting, training, and conference information. With budget cuts, agencies are relying on websites to relay information and aren’t mailing information. 

Eric Skidmore from SLED spoke on the Law Enforcement Assistance Program and chaplaincy service. He showed a video about the program. Advocates are encouraged to network with Eric and this program. 

