LEVA Meeting May 29, 2009

Minutes

- Leigh began the meeting at 10:10am.

- The minutes from the last meeting were not read as they were unavailable. They will be posted online. 

- The treasurer’s report was read. There is a balance of $13,843 which is higher than this time last year.

- Katrina stated that we have no new membership to report at this time. 

- John Talkish of RCSD shared a training proposal with the group. He stated that he is able to arrange for training from Randy Thomas which will be for VSP credit. The training will be on CDV and elder abuse. This training will be paid for through a federal grant. LEVA will not have to pay for this training. Randy Thomas is an accredited instructor who can come and speak during regular LEVA meetings. However, since he will be paid, he can tailor the training to meet the needs of the LEVAs. Pat suggested that we have the training at Brookland Baptist so we can break for lunch without having to leave the facility. John stated that he can get this and other trainings paid through this same federal grant. Someone suggested getting Oscar McIntosh from Lex. Co. Trainings are tentatively scheduled for the last Fridays in July and August. These trainings will be posted on the LEVA website, the ombudsman’s website, SCCADVASAs website, and will be emailed to LEVAs. 
Committee reports:

Conference Committee Update: Gail Few spoke about the LEVA conference. She provided attendees with a copy of the current conference arrangements. The conference is scheduled for November 3-6th 2009 at the Beach Cove Resort in N. Myrtle Beach. The group voted to keep the conference rate at $200 per person. The group voted to approve a raffle drawing at the conference to raise money for LEVA. The group also voted to increase the number of conference scholarships from 2 to 4. LEVAs will have a choice in attending trainings tailored to their experience/tenure as advocates: Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced. The conference committee met after the general meeting to further plan the conference. 

Mentoring Program: New advocates will be assigned to seasoned advocates at the LEVA conference. 
Legislation Committee: Kelley Gailes shared new legislation that is being considered. He stated the courtesy summons cannot be used for CDV, harassment, and ABHAN. He shared some information on other issues that may be passed. 
- Leigh advised the group to consider whether or not it would be beneficial to pursue a tiered system which would impose tougher sentences for those who repeatedly violate orders of protection. She would like to pursue a system that is similar to the CDV system for repeat offenders. 

- There are several upcoming trainings. Training on vulnerable populations and dating violence are being offered in June. 

- It has been approved that LEVAs will receive one hour of VSP credit for each LEVA meeting. Attendees must sign in and provide their VSP number. 

Training: Barbara Darley-CEO of the Domestic Abuse Center spoke and shared information about batter treatment programs available. 

