Minutes of May 25, 2007  LEVA Meeting

Red Cross, Columbia, SC 

Meeting was called to order by Dottie Cronise, president at 11:25.
Individual introductions were made.

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the March meeting as submitted by Catina Hipp (each member present read the minutes silently). 

Motion by Maria Yturria, second by BJ Morris.  Accepted as read.

Treasurer’s Report presented by John Talkish in Rebecca Barnett’s absence. 



Beginning Balance
$7,836.73



Deposits


$   400.00



Checks


$   385.00 
(VRW and website)



Ending Balance

$7,851.00



15 new members



2 new business members

Motion by Pat Williams, second Bry-Anne Jones.  Accepted as read.

New Business

Conference (given by Catina Hipp):

The conference will be at the Marriott in Charleston, SC.  We have a contract drawn up for October 21-24, 2007.  The room rates are $119 a night for a room with a king sized bed or two queen sized beds.  A transit is available from the hotel to the downtown area of Charleston.  The meal prices are about the same as at last year’s conference.  There will be a charge for the meeting space.   Registration will be on Sunday, Awards Banquet on Monday, lunch buffet on Tuesday, and breakfast buffet on Wednesday.  Committee members and board members will go down to the hotel a day or two early to have a meeting with the hotel staff in preparation for the conference.  Vendor space will be $35 a day per vendor.   We will be giving away spoof awards at the banquet.  Please send Catina Hipp (chipp@cityofconway.com) any ideas you have for awards.  John Talkish is currently working on corporate sponsorship of the conference via a grant through Wal-Mart.  DJJ has donated 2 Adirondack chairs (valued at $125 each) for a raffle.  In turn LEVA will donate 1/3 of the proceeds from the raffle back to DJJ.  This motion was made by Joel Turner and 2nd by Pat Williams.  There was discussion on raising the vendor fee and on the issue of whether or not to charge state agencies a vendor fee.  The membership decided to let the conference committee decide this.  Ann McCarson and her sister would like to come to the conference and work the registration table in exchange for LEVA paying for their room.  This was tabled for discussion until the July meeting.  Please ask businesses in your area for donations and/ or items for door prizes.  If you need a donation letter, please e-mail Catina Hipp and she will send it to you.  There was discussion as to how the raffle drawings would be handled.  It was decided by the membership that you must be present to win and the issue of when to draw the tickets and the prices of the raffle tickets will be voted on at the July meeting.
Membership:

Dottie will be sending out letters on LEVA letterhead at the end of July to Chiefs and Sheriffs with Fall Conference information to encourage attendance and membership.  

Training:

July’s training will be presented by Jeff Darr.  He will discuss victim advocate safety and awareness of meth labs.  Please continue to send Bry-anne training ideas.

Legislative Liaison

The legislative session ends June 7, but it may be extended.  Mary Jane handed out a pamphlet with pending legislation and a list of everyone on the Legislative Committee.  She encourages everyone to visit the statehouse’s website and to send ideas for new or changes to existing legislation to her.

VRW Scholarships

One scholarship for $185 was awarded for VRW.  Rebecca currently has one application for a scholarship for the LEVA conference.

In attendance were: Catina Hipp, Dottie Cronise, William Stanley, Melinda Williams, Susan Baskins, Felecia Cox, Maria Yturria, Mark Davis, Nicolette Saxon, Mary Jane Scott, Pat Williams, Stephanie Luther, Avanette Boular, John Talkish, BJ Morris, Diane Watson, Mim Burton, Bry-Anne Jones, Willie Ellison, and Joel Turner

Respectively submitted by

Catina Hipp, Secretary

